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Photographic Statement‌
Photographing ten samurai armors—crafted
between the 17th and early 19th centuries—
required a method that honored both structure
and symbolism.‌ ‌
I chose a seamless black background rather than
gray, allowing the armors to emerge in full spatial
presence. Instead of casting shadows behind the
object, I sculpted volume through directional
lighting that carved depth into the armor itself.‌
The lacquered surfaces, silk cords, and metal
fittings responded to light in different ways—each
demanding its own balance between reflection
and contrast.‌ ‌
By controlling the interplay between matte and
gloss, flatness and shine, I composed a series of
full-frontal frames that preserved the dignity and
form of each piece.‌
The result is not simply documentation, but a
dialogue between light and lineage—where each
armor becomes both relic and figure. Through
light alone, the objects claim space, weight, and
identity, independent of background narrative or
visual effect.‌
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The Samurai‌
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